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It is important to select an appropriate surrogate matrix for preparing calibration standards and quality control samples while quantitatively assaying for endogenous substances, because a blank matrix that does not contain the endogenous substance cannot be derived from the species from which the target study samples are collected. This is because the assay results might be affected, depending on the characteristics of the analyte in the surrogate matrix. Our discussion group that participated in the Japan Bioanalysis Forum discussed the recommended selection strategies, focusing on large and small molecules in ligand binding assays and LC-MS, respectively. We established an efficient selection strategy for a surrogate matrix, with simple compositions as the first candidates stated in this article.